Research Opportunities for Glendon Students
Bonobo-Human Discourse (BHD) & French Twins Projects (FTP)

Who we are 
Emeritus Professors Jim Benson and Bill Greaves started BHD a decade ago with student volunteers. They are custodians of a large collection of video documenting the language capacities of Kanzi and his sister Panbanisha and the entire bonobo colony under the care of the famed primatologist Sue Savage-Rumbaugh at both the Language Research Center in Atlanta and the Great Ape Trust of Iowa. More recently, FTP houses a large collection of video documenting the language development of French-speaking twins.
What we do

Using a common methodology, we document conversation, between the bonobos and their human researcher/caregivers, and between the French twins and their parents. The research gives us insight into both the evolution and development of language. Activities include use of a range of software for cataloguing the video data, making orthographic and phonetic transcriptions, labeling discourse moves, discussing relevant scientific articles, and collaborating on scientific papers for conference presentations and publication.

We are currently collaborating on a study of bonobo vocalizations, with experts in Automatic Speech Recognition at Carnegie-Mellon University.
Benefits to Glendon students

· Students are actively engaged in ground-breaking research, which makes course-work come alive
· Students acquire both research and management skills
· Students work together as a team, take responsibility and show initiative, with the result that students have a stake in the success and continuity of the project
· Students enhance resumes, giving them an edge revealed in admissions to high quality graduate programs, such as speech pathology, linguistics and even comparative literature

· Students meet the bonobos in person as well as on video

· Students meet with visitors to BHD, such as novelist Sara Gruen and documentary film-maker Jos de Putter
Financial support

Research at York (RAY) and Work Study funds fuel this undergraduate research. Glendon supplies facilities. The Principal Investigators donate their time.

Administrative support

Students play an important role in the administration of the program.  Glendon’s administrative support is also vital, as is Glendon’s provision of server and software support.

