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General Information 

Location of University 

Our institution is located in Saint-Germain-en-Laye, a town 
of 40,000 inhabitants to the west of Paris, about 30 minutes 
from the capital by public transportation or by car. Students 
at Sciences Po Saint-Germain have easy access to the 
incredibly rich and diverse cultural life of Paris. Many 
international students take the opportunity of their 
exchange program to discover other parts of France and 
other European cities as well, thanks to the quality of rail 
and air transportation. 

The campus is in a park dotted with appealing 19th century 
buildings. On the campus grounds, students have access to 
a university library, a restaurant and cafeteria and a gym. 

The city center is 10 minutes away by bus. Saint-Germain-
en-Laye has a rich historical past (the Sun King was born 
there), a castle, old streets, a charming market place and a 
beautiful forest with kilometers of marked paths. It offers a 
variety of shops, restaurants and cafés to enjoy the French 
way of life in a safe environment. 

 

General description (what makes its 
reputation) 

Sciences Po Saint-Germain-en-Laye’s key points: 

- Excellent teaching, often in smaller groups to allow 
for more in-depth discussions  

- Pluridisciplinarity: students must study all the core 
subjects of political sciences, as well as expand 
their knowledge in a variety of transversal topics 

- International: every student must spend his 3rd year 
abroad, doing an exchange program or an 
internship. Sciences Po Saint-Germain has signed 
exchange agreements with about 70 universities 
around the world 

- Professionalization: coaching and internship for 4th 
year students 

- Research: our faculty is made mostly of researchers 
who share with their students state-of-the-art 
knowledge and tools. Moreover, students take part 
to field research where they can apply their new 
competences 

- Pedagogical innovation 

Student population 100 students per year 

Homepage link 
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/?lang=en 

 

Links to promotional materials https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/nos-
plaquettes/ 

https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/?lang=en
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/?lang=en
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/nos-plaquettes/
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/nos-plaquettes/
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/nos-plaquettes/
https://www.sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr/nos-plaquettes/


 

 

 

Contact Information  

Contact person at the International 
Office 

Isabelle SANCHEZ-MORENO 

Incoming Students Advisor 

incoming@ sciencespo-saintgermainenlaye.fr 

+33 1 30 87 47 81 

Study Programs 

Programs or courses by field of 
study (ex. list of BAs, courses in 
psychology, linguistics, etc.) 

In their first and second year classes, students acquire the 
knowledge and key concepts in the 5 core subjects of 
political sciences (sociology, history, law, economy and 
foreign languages). Through projects and shorter lectures, 
they are encouraged to deepen and widen their 
understanding of the world and their competences, from 
international relations to arts and humanities 

Link(s) for the course catalogue(s) 
See attachment 1 (course catalogue for undergraduates) 
and attachment 2 (course catalogue for graduates) 

Programs / Courses not available to 
exchange students 

- ‘Conférences de méthode’, small group activities 
complementing some lectures 

- English language courses 
- 5th year courses 
- Additionally, 4th year courses taught in French are open 

only to international students at Master’s level in their 
home university 

Language requirements 

For classes taught in French: official certificate of at least a 
CEFR B2 level 

For classes taught English: official certificate of at least 
CEFR B2, or TOEFL iBT : 72/120, or IELTS : 5.5 

Courses offered in English 

See attachments 1 and 2. English-taught classes appear in 
blue. International students can take English and/or French 
classes.  

All interested international students can register to classes 
of French as a Foreign Language (FLE), for 5 to 6 hours per 
week. They are divided in groups (from beginner to 
advanced) and learn the rules of the language as well as 
communication in French in real-life situations. 

Academic Calendar: 1st semester 

Start and end date  September 3 to December 20, 2019. 

2020 calendar will be much the same 

Exam period  December 16 to December 20, 2019 

Recommended arrival date  
Last days of August, or first days of September. The first 
week is Orientation week. 



 

 

A free airport shuttle can be booked upon request before 
Orientation week (except on week-ends). 

Academic Calendar: 2nd semester 

Start and end date  January 13 to May 15, 2020 

2021 calendar will be much the same 

Exam period  
May 12 to May 15, 2020 

Recommended arrival date  
Orientation will take place on January 9 and 10, 2020 

An airport shuttle can be organized, upon request, on 
January 7 and 8  

Accommodation 

University residences (or CROUS) 
No 

Off-campus housing 

Private student residences welcome some international 
students in fully-equipped studios (shared or individual).  

Some students choose to stay with families living around 
the campus. They have their room, bathroom, sometimes a 
studio, and can share the life of a family in France. 

Applications made through the 
university or individually 

Once the acceptance letter has been issued, our 
International Office sends out detailed information about 
the accommodation options and how to apply. The 
International Office can also guide students in their 
research and in the renting process if needed.  

Application deadline n/a 

Accommodation costs €400 to €600/month 

Monthly living costs overall: €700 to €900 

Health 

Infirmary, consultations 

There is no nurse’s office on campus. Students should see 
a doctor in town. The international student association can 
help exchange students find a doctor and make an 
appointment. 

Exchange students should check their health insurance for 
the coverage of expenses abroad (costs covered, amounts 
allowed etc). They may have to subscribe an additional 
health insurance.  

Special needs 

Sciences Po Saint-Germain welcomes students with special 
needs. We strive to adjust classes and exams so that they 
can achieve their study goals.    

Exchange students are encouraged to mention their special 
needs in their application form, to allow us to make the 
necessary arrangements ahead of the start of the year. 

To know more 

Services and extracurricular 
activities (orientation activities, During Orientation week in September, international 



 

 

mentorships, associations, sports, 
culture, etc.) 

students become familiar with the campus, the city of Saint-
Germain-en-Laye, and can take part to the Student 
Associations Fair. 

The international students association ‘World’ welcomes 
them and help them settling in their new life. World 
organizes cultural and social activities throughout the year, 
gathering both French and international students. 

Exchange students are invited to register for the Buddy 
program, a mentorship scheme where a French student 
becomes his/her buddy and makes the integration in French 
everyday life and campus life easier. 

A dozen student associations organize many different 
activities, conferences, evening events, about art, the 
media, sports, politics etc. International students are very 
welcome in these activities. 

Along the year, the International Office offers cultural 
activities for exchange students only, to discover more 
about France and French culture: French cooking, visits, 
theater shows… 

International students with a good grasp of the French 
language are invited to take part to the ‘Arts and 
Humanities’ project, and its extensive cultural program. 

Links to videos / photos / website of 
the university 

 

Social networks 

Facebook  

LinkedIn 

Twitter 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SciencesPoSaintGermainEnLaye/
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https://twitter.com/SciencesPoSGL
https://twitter.com/SciencesPoSGL

